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If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. But now Christ is 

risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 

15). 
 
Dear Baptized, 
 
It is not a long way from the fear of the shepherds who said, Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 

this thing which has happened, to the trembling disciples huddled together and hiding behind locked 

doors on the first Easter evening. The shepherds, though not at the stable, heard of the Lord's Birth, 

Whose Incarnation was announced by the angels. Jesus the Christ, Immanuel, the Lord God 

Almighty was wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger. The disciples, though not at the cross 

except for one, heard of the Lord's Death, Whose demise was reported by the faithful women. The 

lifeless Body of Jesus the Christ, Immanuel, the Lord God Almighty was wrapped in strips of cloth 

and was laid in a tomb. 
 
Now we can sympathize with the conflict that must have been going on in the minds and hearts of 

the disciples. The Master had been tried, beaten, mocked, spit-up, scourged, and crucified. Their 

grief must have been enormous. They recalled that, at the moment when He needed them the most, 

they abandoned Him and fled into this world's darkness. The guilt must have been crushing. The 

darkness in the middle of the day and the quaking of the earth recall God's judgment. The reaction 

must have been one of crouching awe. The blood-thirsty, religious authorities nailed the Head Man 

and His disciples could envision themselves next. The fear must have been crippling. 
 
In such a state of shock and remorse, came those reports of the tomb being empty - of angels with a 

message of Resurrection, the thought that a gardener had taken the body, an account that Jesus 

Himself spoke with one of the women, of the body being stolen, and the multitude of suppositions 

traveling the gossip grape-vines as expressed by one disciple who asked, "Are You the only stranger 

in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which happened there in these days?" (Luke 24) 
 
Here it is, dear people, that we pick up with the sermon text, John 20:19-29 under the theme of ... 
    ... The Lord in the Midst of His People 
 
Verse 19 -- Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 

where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said 

to them, "Peace be with you." 
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That the Lord Jesus comes to this world may not surprise many. The purpose and the way for His 

Advents often do. That He is suddenly able to appear in a locked room does not surprise us. He is 

God and He can do those kinds of things. His sudden appearance might scare us half to death, but 

that locked doors are not able to keep Him out do not. Or, as a three year old recently said during a 

game of hide-and-seek when suddenly confronted by the hiding adult, "You scared my heart!" The 

three year old was not surprised that the adult was hiding and was capable of suddenly appearing; 

rather the heart got scared at the sudden appearance. 
 
Heightening the fear takes place when a guilty conscience is weighing heavily upon the heart and 

soul. What do the disciples expect from Jesus when He suddenly appears? Remember, they had 

abandoned Him to the forces of the Evil One and they slept rather than watching with Him for one 

hour in the Garden of Gethsemane. Recall, they argued with one another about who was the greatest, 

and refused to speak on His behalf on the night when He was betrayed and in the morning trials of 

Jesus. Oh, and don't forget that look - that soul-piercing, heart-pounding, immanently-awful, 

conscience- triggering, staggering look when Peter heard the cock crow for the third time and lifted 

his eyes and beheld Jesus looking at him. 
 
What in the world would Jesus say to those disciples huddled in fear behind locked doors? Peace be 

with you. Peace be with you? Peace be with you. Dear people, do you hear God? How many times 

have we abandoned Him? - not done His will? - not watched with Him for one hour? - sought to do 

our own thing? - doubted His ability to help? - figured that He doesn't understand? - or even not 

believed Him and His Word? Is there hope for such people who have done such ungodly things, 

spoken such horrific words, or had such unchristian schemes, desires, dreams, or thoughts? With a 

heart scared because of sin and with eyes downcast because we have disappointed Jesus, is there any 

hope that we too might hear something other than condemnation? Dear follower, listen to your 

Redeemer. Peace be with you! 
 
Verse 20 -- When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were 

glad when they saw the Lord. 
 
The Resurrection is no psychological conjuring of the mind to cope with the death of Jesus. Many 

today do not believe in the physical Resurrection of Jesus, but envision Jesus rising in the minds of 

His disciples. In other words, they purport these men to have wanted Jesus to rise so much that, in 

their minds, He did rise. Many clergy today and, dear people, too many pastors within The Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod today doubt the physical resurrection of Jesus. They also do not believe in 

the resurrection of the body at the last day. Try it sometime and ask a pastor, "Do you believe in the 

physical resurrection of the body?" Don't settle for any answer other than "yes" or "no." 
 
The Lord in the midst of His people is a great comfort. When Jesus appeared to the disciples behind 

locked doors, it was neither a psychological manifestation nor a ghost. The Bible tells us that Jesus 

showed them His hands and His side. The Risen Christ is the crucified Jesus. The crucified, risen, 

and living Lord is in the midst of His people. What good news! The response? Then the disciples 

were glad when they saw the Lord. 
 
So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." And when 

He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 



43020019 John 20 19-29 Lord in Midst of His People (MLM) – page 3 

www.scholia.net 

As Jesus has been sent and has come, so we are sent to be and do. Jesus came to serve and to bear 

witness to the truth. So are we. The Christian is not a proud, arrogant, haughty, pompous ruler come 

to condemn. Rather, the Christian is a contrite, humble, repentant, simple slave come to serve. The 

Lord Jesus has given the Office of the Keys to His Church and every Christian is called to administer 

privately the forgiving and the retaining of sins. 
 
Pastors are called by congregations to administer publicly the Office of the Keys on behalf of the 

congregation. This is very, very important as we hear every time the absolution is announced, and 

also and especially as will take place two weeks from today. Listen carefully. The catechism states 

that we "believe that, when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, 

especially when they exclude manifest and impenitent sinners from the Chrsitian congregation, and, 

again, when they absolve those who repent of their sins and are willing to amend, this is as valid and 

certain, in heaven also, as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us Himself." 
 
Verse 25-29 -- Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. The other disciples therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord." So he said to them, 

"Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put 

my hand into His side, I will not believe." And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and 

Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to 

you!" Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand 

here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." And Thomas answered and said 

to Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have 

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
 
Dear fellow disciple, in this last section of the text, Jesus was speaking about you and me. "Thomas, 

because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed." We have not seen the Lord and yet we believe in Him. It is by the grace of God the Holy 

Spirit Who works through the Word of the Gospel that we are able to believe and to say, Jesus is 

Lord! 
 
Just as the Lord Jesus came in a special way, gracing the assembly on that first Easter evening, so He 

comes to this congregation today in an even more special way. The Lord in the midst of His people 

is what the Lord's Supper is all about. Jesus said, This is My Body; This is My Blood. This is not a 

manifestation of some psychological desiring. The real presence of Christ's Body and Blood is not 

triggered by personal faith. The real presence is the simple, plain objective Word of God; the 

Promise of the Lord that He is in the midst of His people. The Lord's Supper is the true Body and the 

very Blood of Jesus, whether it is believed to be or not, and that is one reason why we practice a 

confessional communion here at Our Redeemer. It is one reason why we instruct the children of the 

congregation before they attend the Holy Communion. 
 
And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors 

being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your 

finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be 

unbelieving, but believing." And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus 

said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed." Amen. When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Amen. 


